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Flora to Paris, where they lived in almost complete poverty.
Flora found employment after a time as an ouvritrc coloristt in
the studio of a lithographer, AndnS Cha/al, where her work
consisted of colouring perfumers' labels in the evenings. Her
employer fell in love with her and at the age of eighteen her
mother forced her to marry him. In later years she declared
that she had never loved her husband, but a letter that has sur-
vived is evidence to the contrary. Flora, owing probably to the
years that she had spent in Spain, had not yet learned to spell
French correctly, "Je te direye, mon chirc/' she wrote, "que
cette soiree que je desirait tant, je voudrais bien qu'clle soit k
venir , * , Toute la nuit je n'ai fait que pcnsce a toi, j'dtais
toujours avec toi, enfin je nez vus que toi dans route la nature*
Adieu ami de mon coeur, an le matin com mo il tapelais se
coeur * . . mille baiscrs de flamme sur tcs jolis pctites laivre,
adieu/' Later, when it was necessary, she learned to spell
better.
The absence from the character of Paul Gauguin of the more
usual qualities of the French bourgeoisie can only be traced to
the strong strain of his non-French blood, a strain that, judged
by the later activities of his grandmother, were of a kind and
of a strength to submerge any other,
Chazal's marriage with Flora Tristan was a failure from the
beginning. She was good-looking in a Spanish way, short and
dark, but independent and domineering, with an outspoken
tongue. In the four years while she lived with her husband two
children were born, both sons, of whom only one survived* Her
daughter, Aline-Marie, was born in October 1825, a short
1 rime after she and her husband had separated.
Flora Chazal lived for a time with her two children near the
Jardin des Plantes, She obtained work in a confectionery shop
and later as a housemaid with an English family who took her
to England in 1826, a country that she visited again four years
later. During this time she left her children with her mother
and took an ever-increasing interest in social questions, develop-
ing the theories which she later advocated with so much